
 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA A-G SUBJECT AREA REQUIREMENTS 

 WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE A-G SUBJECT AREA REQUIREMENTS? 
 The purposes of the a-g subject area requirements are to ensure that entering students… 

 ●  Can participate fully in the first year program at the University in a broad variety of fields of study; 

 ●  Have attained the necessary preparation for courses, majors and programs offered at the University; 

 ●  Have attained a body of knowledge that will provide breadth and perspective to new, more advanced 

 studies; and 

 ●  Have attained essential critical thinking and study skills. 

 WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ESTABLISHING THE A-G REQUIREMENTS? 
 The Board of Admissions and Relations with the Schools (BOARS) establishes the subject areas and pattern of courses 

 required for minimum eligibility for freshman admission to the University of California. BOARS is a committee of the 

 University’s Academic Senate and includes faculty representatives from each campus of the University. The Academic 

 Senate has been given the responsibility from the UC Regents to set the conditions for admission, subject to final 

 approval of the Board of Regents. 

 The California State University system has agreed to accept courses certified by the University of California to meet its 

 subject area requirements, which, beginning with students entering in the fall of 2003 are the same as California State 

 University’s requirements. 

 WHAT ARE THE GENERAL CRITERIA FOR COURSES USED TO SATISFY THE REQUIREMENT? 
 ●  Be academically challenging 

 ●  Involve substantial reading and writing 

 ●  Include problems and laboratory work, as appropriate 

 ●  Show serious attention to analytical thinking as well as factual content 

 ●  Develop students’ oral and listening skills 

 CSU/UC A-G Requirements 

 A - Social Science  ➽ 2 Years 

 B - English ➽ 4 Years 

 C - Mathematics ➽ 3 Years/4 Years Recommended 

 D - Laboratory Science ➽ 2 Years/3 Years Recommended 

 E - Language Other Than English ➽ 2 Years/3 Years Recommended 

 F - Visual and Performing Arts ➽ 1 Year 

 G - College Prep Elective ➽ 1 Year 


